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Short Abstract

What is voice? What does it mean to have a voice? What is the meaning of voice for one who
in order to speak aloud must do so through a Speech Generating Device?

This keynote address will share and reflect on the lived experience of people who use
augmentative and alternative communication to make their voices heard. AAC professionals
and others who interact with people who use AAC will be challenged to consider the unique,
yet recognizable, experience of young persons who uses an SGD in order enter into the taken
for granted world of one who when speaks aloud. Questions of how a better understanding the
lived experience can, and should, influence our practices will be considered.

Long Abstract

What is voice? What does it mean to have a voice? What is the meaning of voice for one who
in order to speak aloud must do so through a Speech Generating Device?

This keynote address will share and reflect on the lived experience of people who use
augmentative and alternative communication to make their voices heard. AAC professionals
and others who interact with people who use AAC will be challenged to consider the unique,
yet recognizable, experience of young persons who uses an SGD in order enter into the taken
for granted world of one who when speaks aloud. Questions of how a better understanding the
lived experience can, and should, influence our practices will be considered.



